EFFECTIVE TEACHING IS INSPIRING, MOTIVATING AND RESEARCH INFORMED
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3 i Core
Principles essential to world-class tertiary education. The first and
sixth core principles, respectively, demonstrate our commitment to

working in partnership with our students and feffective
i § This
exemplar is about i high level of engagement with university

learning which is inspired through clinically relevant cases that
depict real-life scenarios, therein contributing to the enrichment of
i . The focus of this exemplar is on the third
year dentistry program, particularly as it relates to enhancing
students capacity for life-long learning which is central to being a
good dental practitioner. Professor Alan Nimmo regards the
compulsory learning activity referred to as COALS; Clinically-
Orientated Active Learning Sessions as drivers for the process
through which life-long learning skills develop. Evidence of student
engagement with COALS in the third year dentistry program is
exemplary. This is evidenced by a student feedback score of 64.9%
for subject satisfaction and is further reflected in the following
student comments {COALS presentations are a great idea A a very
P i
j (SFS
DS3101, 2011).

The James Cook University Dentistry Program aims to promote
improved oral health care delivery, particularly to people living in
rural, remote and tropical regions of Australia. The Bachelor of
Dental Surgery course extends over a five-year period for full-time
learners, and covers all aspects of dental practice wherein basic
sciences are integrated with dental clinical sciences and
preventative oral health strategies. Professor Alan Nimmo is a
Professor of Medical Science within the School of Medicine and
Dentistry. He lectures in medical science across the first four years
of the Dentistry Program and is the Subject Coordinator for two
first and two second year medical science-based subjects within
the program. Professor Nimmo explains that the first and second
year dentistry program is about developing students’ knowledge
base and giving them the foundational material which they can
subsequently apply in the clinical situation. In the third and fourth
years of the dentistry program, students are exposed to a range of
compulsory learning activities which are designed to help the
students integrate previously acquired knowledge and apply this
information within the context of diagnosis and treatment
planning.

JCU'S Learning, Teaching and Assessment Policy states that
‘assessment tasks will enable, motivate and challenge students in
ways that demonstrate a higher order engagement with the
discipline.” The COALS exemplifies this practice. COALS are
holistic and realistic case-based learning activities that provide
students with a clinical presentation of problems based on patient
history and diagnostic data with the inclusion of psychosocial,
cultural and ethical considerations. COALS activities are consistent
with developing the Australian Dental Council’s Professional
Attributes and Competencies of the Newly Qualified Dentist, 2010.
These activities integrate the six domains of professionalism,
communication skills, critical thinking, health promotion, scientific
and clinical knowledge, as well as planning, managing and
evaluating patient care. The core objective of the COALS is to
develop the critical analytical skills required for evidence-based
practice that is appropriate, affordable and accessible for the
individual patient. Further to this, t
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