
 
 

The 22nd Australasian Wind Engineering Society Workshop 
Townsville 2024 

 WEDNESDAY 19 June  

18:00 Welcome Reception (and registration)  

   

 THURSDAY 20 June  

8:30 Registration Opens  

9:00 Conference Opening 



 

   

 FRIDAY 21 June  

8:00 Registration Opens  

8:25 2nd day starts  

8:30 Keynote talk 3 and questions:  Chair: L. Cochran 

 Performance to Resilience-Based Wind Design M. Burton 

9:30 Session 4: Wind Chair: S. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

George Walker 

George was born and educated in New Zealand obtaining a PhD in earthquake engineering from 

Auckland University in 1966.  From 1968 to 1989 he was an academic at James Cook University 

where he first became involved with wind engineering through being involved in the investigation of 

damage in Townsville from Cyclone Althea in December 1971.  Following the damage to Darwin from 

Cyclone Tracy in December 1974 he was engaged by the Commonwealth Government to lead the 

investigation of the damage.  His working life since then has been dominated by the consequences 

of this.  For the remainder of his time at James Cook University he was involved in research and 

development related to the implementation of the recommendations of the Cyclone Tracy report, 

including its implementation in standards and building regulations.  In 1994, following a 5-year stint 

as Assistant Chief of the then CSIRO Division of Building Construction and Engineering, he joined the 

Australian arm of a reinsurance broking company that now operates as a subsidiary of Aon where he 

became one of the pioneers in the implementation of catastrophe insurance loss risk modelling in 

Australia and Asia.  He remained with them for the remainder of his working life.  Throughout this 

latter period, he retained his connection with wind engineering through involvement with the 

Cyclone Testing Station at James Cook University, of which he was one of the founders.  In recent 

years, resulting from an ISO activity in which   was involved, he has become a strong advocate for 

taking community disaster resilience into account in building design.  In 2013 he was admitted to 

Engineers Australia Queensland’s Engineering Hall of Fame. 

Murray Morrison 



 

The AWES Workshop committee greatly appreciates the support from Insurance Council of Australia, 


