UNDERSTANDING COMMUNITIES LIVING WITH
BUSHFIRE: THE THURINGOWA BUSHFIRE CASE STUDY



risk may not be accurate because many
respondents rated the risk to their house
lower than that of their locality (Figure 2)].
is may be due to overcon dence because
of a perceived preparedness for bush re
or denial of the personal risk i.e. “it won't
happen to me” (Bushnell and Cottrell, in
press).

Cyclones were of greatest concern with the
majority of respondents at least moderately

Most respondents’ lived on house blocks of
less than ve acres (< 20,235 m2) (77%)

concerned (89%). Respondents’ second
hazard of concern was bush re (72%),
followed by ooding (68%) and storm surge
(34%).

DOES LOCATION AND BACKGROUND
AFFECT RISK PERCEPTION?

is survey did not detect any di erences
in terms of risk perception and preparation
between people with an urban or rural
background, but there were di erences
between those currently living on suburban
size or larger blocks.

Respondents on larger block sizes tended to
rate the bush re hazard highest, followed
by those on rural blocks. Residents on
suburban size blocks tended to give bush re
alow rating. s raises a number of
questions: Are residents on suburban size
blocks adequately aware of the bush re risk
in their locality and to their house? Are
these residents adequately preparing their
properties for bush re? For example, do
they need to maintain rebreaks? Some
suburban localitiesin  uringowa are
surrounded by bush re-prone bushland.

A large majority of respondents had moved
to their current house from suburban areas

V¥ BELOW: FIGURE 2. RESPONDENTS RATING OF THE
BUSHFIRE HAZARD IN THEIR LOCALITY AND TO THEIR
HOUSE
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